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Dan  wants  to  'Rawk'  society 


by  Ian  Hutchings 

As  the  interior  of  the  Holmes  Dining 
Hall  begins  to  fill  with  a  multitude  of 
hungry  students,  these  everyday  people 
attract  little  attention  as  they  wander 
into  line  in  a  daily  ritual  of  feeding.  It's 
all  part  of  the  drone  of  life  on  the 
Fitchburg  State  campus. 

Yet  every  day  here,  among  a  handful 
of  good  friends,  one  student  stands  out 
among  the  rest.  Wearing  a  leather  jack- 
et arrayed  with  numerous  spikes,  studs, 
screws  and  even  a  few  razor-blades,  his 
appearance  alone  seems  to  demand 
attention. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  Dan  Wars,  or 
"Punk  Rawk"  Dan  as  he  is  otherwise 
known,  is  easily  one  of  the  most  recog- 
nizable students  on  the  Fitchburg  State 
campus. 

In  fact,  many  readers  are  likely  to 
recognize  him  from  this  description 
alone. 

So  as  I  sit  down  at  the  table  with 
Dan,  accompanied  by  his  friends,  I  feel 
I  am  on  a  quest.  Perceptions  aside,  this 
article  is  a  look  at  Dan  and  his  life. 

This  article  is  not  about  the  average 
FSC    student.    Dan's    story    doesn't 


involve  student  government,  or  being 
an  RA.  Dan's  story  is,  however,  the 
story  of  a  student,  not  just  of  Fitchburg 
and  film,  but  of  life. 

"Punk  Rawk"  Dan  welcomes  me 
over  to  his  table  with  a  smile.  He  is 
wearing  ripped  jeans  and  a  T-shirt  and 
he  seems  eager  to  begin  the  interview. 
There  is,  however,  a  hint  of  suspicion  in 
Dan's  voice,  since  the  school  newspa- 
per has  never  shown  him  any  interest 
before  now. 

As  it  turns  out  the  slogan  on  Dan's 
T-shirt,  "The  Atrocious  Kids,"  is  actual- 
ly the  name  of  his  band.  It  is  one  of 
several  that  he  has  played  in  over  the 
last  few  years. 

Dan  is  a  film  major  here  on  the  FSC 
campus,  but  he  has  a  strong  affinity  for 
sociology.  Intriguingly  enough,  it  is  a 
180-degree  split  that  motivates  Dan  in 
his  daily  activities.  This  split  is  based 
on  society/sociology  and  observations 
Dan  has  made  throughout  his  travels,  or 
"Punk  Rawk"  Adventures,  as  he  refers 
to  them. 

These  adventures  include  hopping 
freight  trains  with  a  rambling  reminder 
of  Kerouac  in  his  head,  or  quizzing 
local  homeless  persons  about  the  best 


recipe  they  know  for  Mulligan  stew,  or 
playing  a  bar  in  Manhattan  with  his 
band. 

When  asked  why  sociology  was  such 
a  draw  for  this  film  major,  Dan  says,  "I 
feel  that  our  roles  in  society  should  be 
to  act  as  proactive  paradigms." 

Could  this  phrase  convey  a  theme 
synonymous  with  positive  resistance? 

Dan  begins  to  explain  that  one  side 
of  his  personality  is  someone  who 
relates  to  the  ability  of  man  to  live  in 
harmony  with  his  surroundings. 

He  believes  in  the  advancement  of 
man  to  a  societal  level  based  on  equali- 
ty and  brotherhood.  Yet  there  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  paradigm  to  Dan's 
proactive  perspective  on  life. 

The  institutions  of  American  society 
have  lost  their  direction,  their  integrity 
and  their  efficacy,  Dan  says.  The  only 
way  to  fix  these  institutions,  he 
believes,  is  to  tear  at  their  foundations 
until  they  crumble. 

He  says  there  needs  to  be  a  restruc- 
turing of  our  society's  laws  and  values 
from  out  of  the  ashes  of  our  antiquated 

Punk  "Rawk"  Dan 
continued  on  page  3 


The  campaign  push  is  on 


by  Matthew  Rivard 

March  7,  8,  and  9  are  the  three  days 
to  watch  for  elections  at  Fitchburg  State 
College.  Nomination  packets  have 
been  turned  in  and  we  one  contested 
election  to  decide.  The  contested  race 
is  for  Student  Government  President, 
where  three  candidates  are  battling  it 
out.  Current  Student  Government 
Public  Information  Director  Ryan 
Anderson,  current  Commuters  Board 
President  Michael  Canu,  and  newcomer 
Fred  Cappucci  are  fighting  to  win  the 
top  spot  in  the  Student  Government 
Association.  We  also  have  many 
uncontested  candidates  who  need  the 
support  of  the  students  going  in  to  these 
elections.  All  of  the  open  positions  and 
candidates  will  be  listed  at  the  end  of 
this  articlf. 

There  will  also  be  an  open  referen- 
dum question  on  the  ballot  regarding 
MASSPIRG.  Every  two  years, 
MASSPIRG  must  place  a  referendum 
question  on  the  student  ballot  so  they 


can  keep  placing  their  $7  waivable  fee 
on  our  bills.  Their  time  has  come  up,  so 
we  must  now  decide  if  they  can  keep 
that  fee  on  the  bills.  The  wording  of  the 
question  is  below. 

You  will  see  below  that  there  are 
many  positions  open  on  council  that 
have  no  candidates  running  for  them. 
Of  the  38  positions  available  on 
Executive  Board,  the  Class  Boards,  and 
the  Commuters  Board,  only  12  have 
candidates  running  for  the  positions. 
No  one  has  decided  to  run  for 
Commuter's  Board  positions  and  only 
one  person  is  running  for  the  Class  of 
2002.  There  will  be  another  election  in 
the  October,  2000,  when  the  Class  of 
2004  all  vacant  positions  will  be  filled. 
The  Student  Government  Association 
encourages  anyone  who  is  interested  in 
any  vacant  position  to  run  for  election 
in  the  fall. 

Campaigning  will  run  right  through 
the  election  days.  Come  see  and  sup- 
port your  candidates  on  Thursday, 
March  2  at  3:30pm  in  the  G-Lobby  dur- 


ing All  Candidates  Hour.  Remember, 
election  days  are  March  7,  8,  &  9  in  the 
G-Lx)bby.  Times  will  be  posted  very 
soon.  Come  out  and  support  your  fel- 
low student  in  their  efforts  to  represent 
you. 


SGA  Election 
Candidates 

CANDIDATES  (Pending  con- 
firmation of  signatures  in 
nomination  packets) 

Student  Government 

Association  Executive  Board 

President 

Ryan  Anderson 
Michael  Canu 
Fred  Cappucci 

Vice  President 
Amber  Keumurian 

Treasurer 
Matthew  Rivard 

Public  Information  Director 
Amber  P.  Knight 

Secretary 
Cathy  Halacy 

Student  Trustee 
Kristin  O'Donnell 

Class  of  2001 
President 

Rebecca  Morse  (Running  for  re-elec- 
tion) 

Vice  President 
AnneMarie  Donahue 

Treasurer;  Secretary; 
Representatives  (4) 
No  Candidates 

Class  of  2002 
Secretary 
Lisa  Bambino 

President;  Vice  President; 
Treasurer;  Representatives  (4) 
No  Candidates 

Class  of  2003 
President 

Keanna  McLeod 

Vice  President 
Kurt  Simon 

Secretary 
Samantha  Baker 

Treasurer;  Representatives  (4) 
No  Candidates 

Commuters  Board 

President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer, 

Secretary,  Representatives  (4) 

No  Candidates 

Referendum  Question  1: 
MASSPIRG 

Do  you  support  the  continuation  of 
a  MASSPIRG  chapter  at  Fitchburg 
State  College  funded  by  a  $7  per  stu- 
dent, per  semester,  waivable  fee? 


Punk  Rawk'  Dan 

marches  to 

his  own  drumnner 

continued  from  page  2 

institutions. 

"This  is  why  MY  personality  is  so 
spht.  part  of  me  wants  to  hve  in  a  better 
world,  and  the  other  knows  danm  well 
that  it  will  only  happen  when  the  insti- 
tutions of  our  society  have  finally  come 
unraveled."  Dan  says  this  with  the  kind 
of  "oh,  well"  smile  a  person  uses  when 
speaking  about  being  stuck  between  a 
rock  and  a  hard  place.  He  goes  on  to 
talk  about  the  skyrocketing  world  pop- 
ulation and  how  it  would  make  an 
excellent  story,  too,  but  he  does  not 
want  to  get  into  it  right  now.  Touche! 

Dan  says  there  is  a  reason  that  he 
meets  so  much  resistance  from  his 
peers  and  even  faculty  at  times.  "They 
ju.st  don't  know  me,"  Dan  says.  They 
don't  know  his  philo.sophy  of  life  or  his 
hobbies  or  how  these  things  relate  to 
one  another. 

All  they  .see  is  a  skinny  kid  in  a 
.spiked  leather  jacket  with  big  black 
glasses  and  shabby  clothes. 

Yet  Dan  Wars  has  amission  in  life: 
to  challenge  our  society's  conventions 
until  they  wear  away.  If  that  involves 
lighting  a  couch  on  fire  or  other  offbeat 
behavior,  so  be  it. 

In  Dan's  eyes  it  is  in  our  own  best 
interest  to  "throw  a  wrench  in  the  works 
sometimes.."  He  challenges  all  of  us  to 
do  it  when  we  can. 

When  Dan  is  not  out  defying  soci- 
ety's rules  in  order  to  change  the  world, 
he  is  doing  some  of  the  same  things  that 
many  college  students  do.  He  enjoys 
pinball,  and  working  on  his  film  home- 
work. 

Currently  Dan  is  working  on  a  film 
that  is  intended  to  be  an  adaptation  of  a 
story  by  Dan  Klowes,  which  he  simply 
describes  as  disturbing. 

Dan  recently  played  in  New  York's 
West  End  with  his  current  band,  the 
Atrocious  Kids.  They  are  just  one  of  a 
handful  of  punk  bands  that  Dan  has 
played  with. 

He  also  enjoys  tattoos  and  graffiti. 
Dan  pays  the  train  yard  a  visit  whenev- 
er he  can. 

He  is  also  producing  a  new  publica- 
tion, called  "They  Fly  by  Night,"  which 
contains  nonfiction  stories,  music 
reviews,  pinball  and  "punk  rawk" 
adventure. 


Down-to-earth  ideas 


Dan  Wars, 

"Punk  Rawk"  Dan,  studies  film 

and  life  at  Fitchburg  State 

College. 

This  magazine  is  the  follow-up  to  his 
old  magazine,  which  was  discontinued 
after  the  title  "Thought  Crime"  was 
found  to  also  be  the  name  of  a  particu- 
larly heinous  white-power  Website. 

The  new  magazine  can  be  purchased 
from  Dan  anytime  for  about  50  cents. 

Dan  says  his  feelings  about  the  edu- 
cation he  receives  at  this  school  are 
mixed.  "They  have  a  great  faculty, 
many  of  whom  truly  make  the  extra 
effort  to  teach,"  he  says. 

However,  Dan  feels  that  the  student 
body  is  not  open  enough  to  diversity. 
"Creativity  on.  campus  is  kept  very 
stagnant,"  he  says. 

He  wishes,  like  many  other  students 
on  this  campus,  that  students  were  able 
to  express  themselves  more  often  with- 
in the  parameters  of  their  schoolwork 
as  well  as  outside  the  classroom. 

"Why  can't  a  person's  homework  be 
as  much  a  reflection  of  their  personali- 
ty as  their  dress  or  speech?"  he  ponders. 
Mundane  assignments  aside,  Dan 
has  no  other  complaints  about  this 
school. 

Dan  Wars  saunters  out  of  Holmes 
Dining  Hall  with  a  spring  in  his  step 
and  a  direction  in  his  heart.  He  is  a  stu- 
dent of  life  and  a  lover  of  thought. 

He's  a  busy  boy,  charging  full  speed 
ahead  in  every  aspect  of  his  life  to  take 
out  all  those  things  that  our  society 
holds  dear. 

Why? 

For  peace,  love  and  lack  of  anything 
better  to  do. 


by  Nicole  Fernald 
and  Mike  Daniels 

The  U.S.,  home  to  only  4  percent  of 
the  planet's  population,  discharges 
more  than  20  percent  of  all  carbon 
dioxide  in  the  atmosphere.  A  warmer 
Earth  means  melting  of  the  ice  caps  and 
glaciers  and  a  rise  in  sea  level,  flooding 
coastal  communities.  Spread  of  disease 
is  also  more  likely  on  top  of  change  in 
precipitation  patterns. 

Almost  everything  that  we  do  during 
our  normal  day,  from  driving  our  car  to 
flipping  on  a  light  switch,  is  contribut- 
ing to  global  warming.  This  is  because 
most  of  our  electricity  is  also  generated 
by  burning  fossil  fuels,  which  pollute 
the  environment  and  are  not  renewable. 

There  are  many  types  of  renewable 
energy  sources  including  sunlight, 
wind,  water,  biomass,  and  even  heat 
from  within  the  Earth. 

Unlike  what  we  are  currently  using, 
renewable  energy  is  continuously 
available  or  able  to  be  replenished. 
Generating  electricity  from  renewable 
sources  can  dramatically  reduce  emis- 
sions of  greenhou.se  gases  and  other 
pollutants. 

To  reverse  global  warming,  we  need 
to  start  respecting  the  Earth  by  chang- 
ing our  behaviors  and  adopting  new 
forms  of  renewable  energy. 


by  Maria  Brogna 

The  Nashua  River  Water  Shed 
Alliance  is  in  the  process  of  applying 
for  a  grant  to  fund  a  clean-up  of  the 
Nashua  River.  Two  members  of 
MASSPIRG,  Nicole  Fernald  and  Mike 
Daniels,  found  this  to  be  an  interesting 
endeavor  and  decided  to  educate 
MASSPIRG's  members  on  this  clean- 
up. 

This  sparked  interest  in  the  clean-up 
of  Bakers  Brook,  which  extends  from 
behind  Coolidge  Park  to  John  Fitch 
Highway.  Because  Bakers  Brook  is  not 
officially  part  of  the  Nashua  River, 
NRWSA  cannot  focus  the  clean-up 
they  are  heading  on  this  water  source, 
but  MASSPIRG  has  come  in  and 
decided  to  organize  its  own  event  con- 
cerning this  little  brook. 

Members  of  MASSPIRG  have  gone 
to  the  site  and  were  to  hold  a  clean-up 
walk  on  Feb.  25  to  further  assess  the 
situation  and  what  they  will  need  in 
order  to  restore  this  landmark  to  its 
proper  state.  The  actual  clean-up  is 
.scheduled  tor  April  15  at  J0:30a.m. 

For  more  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, contact  a  MASSPIRG  representa- 
tive at  665-4710  or  go  to  the 
MASSPIRG  office  located  in  the 
Commuter  Caf.  The  more  people  who 
are  willing  to  help,  the  better  the 
chances  to  rejuvenate  the  community. 
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Students  get  revved  up  about  parking 


Snow  storm  brings 
lots  of  trouble 

by  Matthew  Rivard 

Last  week,  I  was  prepared  to  defend 
the  facilities  department  in  this  column 
for  their  role  in  the  snow-removal  situ- 
ation. I  had  the  article  removed  from 
production  at  the  last  second,  however, 
in  light  of  the  events  of  Feb.  21  and  22. 

On  Tuesday,  Feb.  22, 1  arrived  at  the 
college  to  find  many  parking  lots 
unplowed  and  many  vehicles  in  these 
lots  ticketed.  I  was  afraid  to  park  any- 
where for  fear  of  getting  a  ticket  for 
doing  so. 

I  had  assumed  that  the  lots  would  be 
cleared  the  day  before,  since  the  storm 
was  Friday  night  into  Saturday  and 
there  was  the  long  weekend  to  get  it 
done.  I  had  no  advance  notice  of  the  lot 
closings. 

For  me,  it  was  just  an  nuisance,  but 
other  stories  I  heard  were  more  disturb- 
ing. Resident  students  were  told  to 
have  their  cars  out  of  all  the  resident 
lots  all  day  Monday.  They  were  told 
that  they  could  park  at  the  Civic  Center 
and  that  shuttles  would  run  to  pick 
them  up  and  bring  them  to  the  dorms.  I 
had  reports  that  the  shuttles  were  not 
always  running.  I  heard  that  there  was 
no  all  campus  call  to  the  dorms  to  tell 
residents  of  the  lot  closures  until  it  was 
too  late.  I  heard  about  rampant  ticket- 
ing of  vehicles  that  had  not  been 
removed  because  their  owners  did  not 
know  they  were  supposed  to  be 
removed. 

However,  the  most  disappointing 
fact  of  the  situation  is  that  the  lots  were 
not  cleared  until  Tuesday  daytime. 
Resident  students  had  to  move  their 
cars  out  of  the  lots  on  Monday  and  the 
lots  were  not  even  cleared  in  a  timely 
fashion. 

The  facilities  department  is  sup- 
posed to  be  able  to  handle  these  situa- 
tions. They  had  three  days  after  the 
storm  to  clear  the  parking  lots.  It  does 
not  matter  that  it  was  a  weekend,  and  a 
holiday  weekend  at  that.  The  snow 
removal  should  have  been  done  prior  to 
students  returning  to  school  on 
Tuesday  morning.  In  my  mind,  this 
entire  situation  is  inexcusable  and  an 
example  of  negligence  on  the  part  of 
campus  facilities.  Fight  your  parking 
tickets  and  make  your  concerns  heard. 


Problem  demands  solutions,  not  blame 


by  Brian  Joly 

Lately  the  parking  situation  at  this 
college  has  become  intolerable.  Many 
students  are  angry  at  the  Campus 
Police,  who  have  no  control  over  the 
policies  they  enforce.  On  Monday 
night  I  spoke  with  an  officer  who  had 
been  calling  students  and  asking  them 
to  move  their  cars  so  that  the  lots  could 
be  plowed,  he  said  that  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  resident  students  didn't 
seem  to  care. 

First  of  all,  if  all  of  the  students 
would  follow  the  current  policies  then 
maybe  we  could  begin  to  talk  with  the 
administration  about  changing  them. 
This  includes  moving  your  car  when 
asked.  However,  I  think  it  was  quite 
unfair  to  ask  all  the  residents  to  move 
their  cars  to  the  Civic  Center  when 
Upper  Weston  and  about  half  of  North 
No.  1  were  already  plowed  at  the  end  of 
last  weekend.  I  also  think  that  the 
recent  conversion  of  Upper  Cedar  to  an 
overnight  lot  should  be  considered  a 
half-hearted  gesture  at  best  since  it  is 
almost  as  inconvenient  as  parking  in 
McKay.  The  most  ridiculous  aspect  of 
parking  at  this  school  is  the  rule  that 
says  you  must  move  your  car  by  8  a.m. 
Where  exactly  are  you  supposed  to 
move  your  car  to?  The  Civic  Center? 


I  have  personally  chosen  to  pay  for  sev- 
eral tickets  because  of  the  absurdity  of 
this  policy. 

The  Campus  Police  are  also  trying  to 
implement  a  policy  that  would  forbid 
freshmen  from  having  cars  on  campus. 
This  is  a  policy  that  many  other  schools 
use  as  a  temporary  relief  and  I  do 
believe  that  it  would  help  in  the  short 
term  by  giving  preference  to  juniors 
and  seniors  who  have  jobs  and  intern- 
ships to  get  to. 

It  is  obvious  that  there  must  be  long 
term  changes  made  as  to  who  can  park 
where  and  when.  A  majority  of  the  stu- 
dents here  are  commuters,  but  this 
should  not  entitle  them  to  almost  every 
decent  available  parking  space  on  cam- 
pus. The  resident  students  pay  a  signif- 
icant amount  more  to  attend  here  and 
should  be  allowed  some  concessions. 
One  place  to  start  with  is  the  Lower 
McKay  lot,  it  should  be  converted  to  a 
Red  Zone.  In  its  place.  North  Lot  No.  2 
should  be  made  into  a  24-hour  lot  for 
residents  and  their  guests.  While  this 
may  be  an  inconvenience  to  some  com- 
muters, many  of  them  already  have 
classes  at  McKay  and  it  would  be  easi- 
er to  park  there  and  walk  up  the  street 
than  to  park  in  North  and  catch  the 
shuttle  to  McKay.  Furthermore,  North 
No.  2  has  close  to  twice  the  capacity  of 


Lower  McKay,  this  would  easily  solve 
most  of  the  resident  students'  problems 
while  also  eliminating  the  dangers  of 
having  to  walk  from  lower  McKay  to 
Aubuchon  or  Russell  Towers.  The 
catch  to  this  would  be  that  North  No.  1 
would  be  made  off  limits  to  residents 
on  school  days. 

Another  option  would  be  to  make 
Upper  Weston  into  a  24-hour  lot  like 
Ross  Street.  This  would  not  only  be 
extremely  convenient  for  Herlihy  resi- 
dents, it  would  also  ease  the  congestion 
in  McKay,  especially  in  the  winter. 

The  policy  that  I  think  would  be  best 
is  to  simply  make  every  non-blue  zone 
first-come,  first-serve,  just  like  every 
other  parking  lot  in  the  country.  I 
believe  that  this,  in  effect,  would  turn 
the  North  Street  lots  into  resident  zones 
with  Ross,  McKay,  and  probably  Upper 
Weston  into  commuter  lots.  This  would 
probably  not  be  as  bad  as  everybody 
thinks.  Commuters  would  be  able  to 
park  close  to  all  the  major  buildings  and 
residents  would  be  able  to  park  close  to 
most  of  their  dorms. 

The  students  must  sit  down  with 
Campus  Police  and  administration  to 
seek  some  kind  of  arrangement  before 
all  the  students,  resident  and  commuter 
alike,  decide  to  look  elsewhere  for  their 
education. 


Alternative  Spring  Break  helps  students  make  a  difference 


by  Kristen  Mali! 

Warm,  glowing  sun,  smooth  sand 
between  your  toes,  cool  waves  rolling 
into  shore.  After  a  grueling  semester 
and  a  half  of  falling  asleep  at  night  with 
the  light  on  and  your  face  in  a  book,  a 
week  in  paradise  seems  incredibly 
inviting.  Not  to  mention  spending  most 
of  Spring  Break  carefree,  and  relaxing 
enough  to  forget  that  you  slept  through 
your  Chem.  mid-term.  You're  at 
Daytona  Beach  now  (insert  Palm 
Springs,  Cancun,  Hampton  Beach, 
wherever).  What  could  possibly  be  bet- 
ter? Well,  doing  manual  labor  to  help 
those  less  fortunate  than  yourself,  for 
one  thing.  This  mentality,  shared  by 
many  students  across  the  country,  has 
fostered  the  idea  of  Alternative  Spring 
Break  (ASB),  and  this  year,  it's  come  to 


Fitchburg  State  College. 

An  Alternative  Spring  Break  is  a  pro- 
gram that  takes  place  during  a  college 
or  university's  normal  hiatus  in  the 
middle  of  the  second  semester. 
"Alternative"  describes  another  option 
for  how  to  spend  this  time,  which,  tra- 
ditionally, has  been  devoted  to  reckless, 
mostly  naked,  abandon  in  tropical  cli- 
mates. The  new  trend  is  to  take  part  in 
meaningful  community  service,  such  as 
cleaning  polluted  rivers,  building  hous- 
es for  the  underprivileged  (hence,  man- 
ual labor),  or  teaching  and  mentoring 
children.  Another  option  is  to  engage  in 
some  type  of  experiential  learning,  such 
as  an  Outward  Bound  program. 
Generally,  service  is  the  preferred 
choice.  "It's  a  time  for  students  to  give 
back  to  the  community,"  says  Tara 
Gauthier,  an  FSC  student,  who,  along 
with  Nicole  Femald,  is  currently  orga- 


nizing the  first  ever  Fitchburg  State 
College  Alternative  Spring  Break.  Both 
are  MASSPIRG  members. 

Fitchburg  State  will  become  part  of 
a  long  list  of  colleges  and  universities 
who  have  offered  a  spring  break  alter- 
native, including  Boston  College, 
Bentley  College,  Umass  Amherst, 
Plymouth  State  College,  and  MIT. 
Students  at  these  institutions  pay  any- 
where from  $30  to  $200  depending  on 
where  the  group  is  traveling. 
"Alternative  Spring  Breaks  are  big  on  a 
national  level  right  now  because  they 
are  a  fun  activity  that  benefits  the  com- 
munity," says  Jeremy  Chaussee,  an 
Americorps  V.I.S.T.A.  who  works  in 

Alternative  Spring  Break, 
continued  on  page  9 

the  Volunteer  Center  on  cam-     r" 


Entertainment 


WANTED: 

Enthusiastic 

students  to  watch 

wrestling  on  the 

BIG  SCREEN 

Mondays  and 

Thursdays  in  the 

UNDERGROUND 

PUB 

8-11  p.m. 


FOOD 
Alcohol 

served  to 
21  + 

WE  I.D.!!! 
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'Strange  things  happen  all  the  time' 

by  Christine  McKeen 


Visit  'Metroiand' 

Philip 


The  film's  opening  words,  "Strange 
things  happen  all  the  time,"  are  quickly 
followed  by  a  weather  report:  partly 
cloudy,  80  percent  chance  of  rain.  So, 
will  it  rain  at  the  end  of  this  film?  It 
does  rain,  but  it  isn't  water. 

"Magnolia,"  the  third  film  from 
"Boogie  Nights"  director  Paul  Thomas 
Anderson,  blasts  open  with  a  visually 
dazzling  prologue  that  seems  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  rest  of  the  movie, 
but  is  an  absolutely  mesmerizing  piece 
of  filmmaking. 

The  movie  takes  place  in  the  San 
Fernando  Valley  area  of  Los  Angeles, 
which  is  the  filmmaker's  home  and  the 
backdrop  for  his  other  films.  In  its  three 
hours,  "Magnolia"  never  leaves  the  val- 
ley. It  takes  place  over  the  course  of  a 
single  day  in  which  the  dozen  major 
characters  all  face  major  crises  as  they 
stumble  through  a  series  of  life-chang- 
ing events. 

One  of  the  more  interesting  charac- 
ters is  Frank  T.J.  Mackey,  played  by 
Tom  Cruise;  a  handsome,  arrogant, 
pointedly  sexist  motivational  -speaker 
who  lures  paying  male  customers  to  his 


"Seduce  and  Destroy"  meetings.  This 
was  a  strange  role  for  any  actor  to  play, 
but  Cruise  does  an  excellent  job. 

As  in  "American  Beauty,"  there  is  a 
lot  of  real-life  rage  and  pain  exploding 
onscreen;  but  just  as  in  real  life,  there 
is  no  definate  resolution  to  it. 

One  of  the  best  parts  of  the  movie 
comes  when  all  the  characters  sing 
"Wise  up"  by  Aimee  Mann,  who  pro- 
vided the  soundtrack.  Her  haunting 
lyricism  added  a  certain  touch  to  the 
film 

With  profound  and  moving  perfor- 
mances, and  the  groundbreaking  man- 
ner in  which  the  characters'  stories  are 
told,  "Magnolia"  is  easily  one  of  the 
best  movies  I've  seen  this  year  and  a 
sure  contender  on  Oscar  night. 


Flexibility,  Power,  Endurance, 

Coordination  and  Balance,  Self 

Assurance,  Humility,  Inner  Peace... 

All  of  these  can  be  yours 

by  joining  the  Karate 

Club,  soon  to  be  called 

the  Martial  Arts  Club 

The  club  meets  on  Mondays 

and  Wednesdays  in  the  McKay 

School  Cafeteria  at  7:00  p.m. 

ALL  FSC  STUDENTS  ARE 

WELCOME!!! 

You  are  getting  sleepy... 
You  will  write  for  The 
Point! 

We  are  looking  for  enthusiastic 

people  who  want  to  learn  more 

about  newspaper  production.   If 

this  sounds  like  you  then  call 

x3647,  or  attend  one  of  our 

weekly  open  houses  on 

Thursday  at  3:30. 


VoUeyball  Club  Meeting 

.  Wednesday,  March  1st  4:30  p.m 
in  the  S.O.C.  office. 

We  will  be  discussing 

-Open  Gym  Volleyball  Nights 
-Volleyball  Marathon 
-Election  of  Officers 

Join  First 

Response  Rescue 

Squad 

What  to  learn  first  aid  or  be 
apart  of  Fitchburg's  Rescue 
Squad,  then  call  Jonathan  St. 
Sauveur,  President  at  x5503 
or  Vice  President  Amy 
Moorehouse  at  x5613. 
Meetings  are  held  on 
Thursdays  at  6:30  in  T5,  in 
the  Hammond  tunnel.  Come 
and  learn  life  saving  tech- 
niques that  could  help  save 
someone  life. 


Rental  review 


Director: 
Saville 


This  adaptation  of 
Julian  Barnes'  novel 
must  be  watched 
with  concentration 
and  patience.  The 
dialogue  is  brilliant  and  the  cinematog- 
raphy is  beautiful,  but  the  story  can 
seem  slow.  This  is  necessary,  though,  to 
create  the  mood  for  the  life  of  the  main 
character. 

The  story  concerns  a  middle  aged 
man  (Christian  Bale)  who  begins  to 
question  hisj 
decision  to  have' 
a  normal  life  in  Metroiand  rather  than 
the  wild  life  he  had  once  lived  in 
France.  His  doubt  begins  in  earnest 
when  a  friend  from  his  previous  life 
(Lee  Ross)  visits  him  after  almost  10 
years.  The  film  is  full  of  wonderful 
flashbacks  and  clever  conversation  that 
requires  full  attention.  The  allure  of  the 
location  and  the  exceptional  cast  make 
this  sightseeing  tour  of  one  man's 
memory  a  selection  not  to  be-i-  missed. 

'Goldmine'  shines 

Director:        Todd 
Haynes(1998) 

Setting: 
London,  1970s. 
Subject:  Rise  and 
fall  of  Glam  Rock. 
Result:  sheer  bril- 
liance! 

Haynes  takes  the  life  of  two  influ- 
ential members  of  the  '70s  Glam  Rock 
scene  and  brings  them  into  your  hearts 
and  minds.  A  reporter  played  by 
Christian  Bale  isl 
sent  to  find  outi 
the  details  of  the  mysterious  death  of 
Maxwell  Demon  (Jonathan  Rhys 
Meyer)  on  the  1 0th  anniversary  of  the 
event.  This  brings  the  story  into  1970s 
London  where  most  of  the  movie  is  set. 
He  struggles  with  his  own  memories  of 
this  decadent  place  in  those  decadent 
times. 

The  powerful  music  enhances  the 
visual  narrative  that  centers  around  the 
two  composites.  Maxwell  Demon  and 
Kurt  Wild  (Ewan  McGregor).  The  tale 
is  eloquent  and  the  characters  mesmer- 
izingly  directed  with  the  skill  that  has 
made  Haynes  infamous.  -w^m 


Rental  review 


Sound  and  Fury 


Entertainment 


Dr.  Dre 

2001 

Aftermath  Records 

2000 

As  rap  goes,  this  album  has  got  to  be 
the  top  of  its  class.  Dr.  Dre's  lyrics  and 
musical  ability  have  matured.  This 
album  not  only  addresses  current 
issues,  but  does  not  direct  itself  to  one 
type  of  audience  in  particular  or  one 
style  of  music.  The  beats  range  from 
melodic  to  fast  and  hard.  Tracks  such 
as  "Light  Speed"  make  this  album  well 
worth  picking  up  and  keeping.  There 
doesn't  seem  to  be  any  expiration  date 
on  Dr.  Dre's  talent  and  ability  to  make 
a  well  orchestrated  piece  of  music.  The 
placement  of  samples  assures  the  lis- 
tener that  all  this  work  is  Dre's  and  not 
just  a  voice  speaking  over  the  sound 
that  someone  else  had  created  long 
before.  He  has  stood  the  test  of  time 
and  continues  his  innovations  in  rap 
music  into  the  new  millennium. 

The  Cure 
Bloodflowers 
Fiction  Records 
2000 

This  album  is 
even  more 

impressive  than 
the  last  ("Wild 
Mood  Swings"), 
but  still  seems  to 
be  lacking  the  quality  that  once  made 
The  Cure  the  melodramatic  and  pain 
expressive  band  that  emotionally 
masochistic  young  adults  found  so 
pleasing.  To  put  on  a  Cure  album  once 
brought  the  conversation  in  a  room  to  a 
halt,  whereas  with  this  album  one  can 
find  much  to  talk  about  over  its 
acoustic  strings. 

The  lyrics  are  as  morose  as  always 
but  the  music  tends  to  border  on  a  less 
electrical  base  and  balances  on  a  clean- 
er sound  oriented  more  for  radio  play. 
Yes,  this  is  a  good  album,  but  not  for  a 
Cure  album.  The  days  of  front  man 
Robert  Smith's  melancholy  existence 
seem  to  be  over  for  the  time,  to  the  dis- 
may of  die-hard  Cure  fans.  At  least  he 
is  still  making  music  that  is  easy  to  lis- 
ten to  and  worth  buying,  but  The  Cure 
of  old  is  not  to  be  found  in  this  new 
release. 


'Rome  is  but  a  wilderness  of  tigers' 


by  Christine  McKeen 

Julie  Taymor,  best  known  for 
her  Broadway  version  of  "The 
Lion  King,"  has  brought 
Shakespeare's  most  bloodthirsty 
play  to  film.  "Titus"  is  a  feast  for 
the  eyes. 

The  movie  is  filled  with  lust, 
murder,  betrayal,  revenge,  and  all 
the  really  good  stuff. 

The  film  is  breathtaking,  with 
beautiful  cinematography  and  an 
entire  production  that  looks  far 
costlier  than  its  $15  million  price 
tag,  which  is  relatively  cheap  for 
Hollywood  land. 

The  movie  sports  some  of 
Hollywood's  and  Broadway's 
biggest  names:  Anthony  Hopkins, 
Jessica  Lange,  Alan  Cumming,  Colm 
Feore,  James  Frain,  Laura  Fraser,  Harry 
Lennix  and  many  more. 


"Titus"  has  some  of  the  darkest  char- 
acters ever  to  emerge  from  The  Bard's 
pen.  Harry  Lennix's  Aaron  was  just 
plain  evil.  The  Queen  of  Goths,  played 
to  perfection  by  Jessica  Lange,  is  a 
mother     out     for    bloody     revenge. 


Lange's  performance  as  the  cold 
and  calculating  slave-turned- 
evil-queen  is  enough  to  give  the 
bravest  a  chill. 

The  movie  has  a  Terry 
Gilliam  ("Brazil,"  "12 
Monkeys")  touch  to  it. 
Motorcycles,  guns,  and  cars, 
crowd  the  streets.  However  the 
movie  is  set  in  Rome,  just  after 
Caesar's  death.  Much  like  the 
1996  remake  of  "Romeo  and 
Juliet,"  this  effect  adds  a  certain 
touch  to  the  movie. 

"Titus  Andronicus,"one  of 
Shakespeare's  lesser-known 
plays,  has  been  turned  into  a 
bloody,  senselessly  violent  film. 
"Titus"  runs  a  bit  long  and  will 
you    looking    at    your    watch. 

However  Taymor  keeps  your  attention 

through  the  amazing  artistry  of  the  film. 
When  was  the  last  time  you  saw  a 

hand  in  a  baggie  hung  from  a  rearview 

mirror  in  a  movie? 


have 


Farscape  takes  sci-fi  to  a  bold  new  place 


by 

Christine  McKeen 

Finally,  a  reason  to  stay  home  on 
Friday  nights.  Make  Saturday  night 
your  movie  night,  because  there  is  a 
show  on  TV  that  makes  "Star  Trek" 
look  like  "Lost  in  Space." 

Astronaut  John  Crichton,  like  all 
good  sci-fi  heroes,  figured  out  a  new 
way  to  travel  and  immediately  tested  it. 
Also  like  all  good  sci-fi  heroes,  he 
screwed  up.  Finding  himself  on  the 
other  side  of  the  galaxy,  he  is  forced 
into  an  alliance  with  escaped  prisoners 
and  an  exiled  Peacekeeper. 

Yes,  the  plot  line  sounds  like  "Star 
Trek:  Voyager."  A  ship  on  the  other 
side  of  the  galaxy,  an  alliance  between 
a  Starfleet  officer  and  Maquis  mem- 
bers, however  this  is  much  more  that 
Trek.  "Farscape"  gives  me  that  sci-fi 
kick  that  Trek  seems  to  have  lost  in  the 
last  couple  of  years. 

You  can  tell,  from  the  premiere 
episode,  that  the  writers  have  spent  a 
long  time  coming  up  with  storylines 
and  back- stories  for  this  series.  Never 
mind  the  villains  that  are  chasing  down 


the  ship,  there  is  some  extreme  tension 
going  on  the  ship  itself,  and  the  charac- 
ter interaction  never  ceases  to  amaze 
me. 

The  writers  provide  good  dialog  that 
makes  the  show  flow  for  the  hour  it  is 
on:  "Humans,  my  species,  hasn't  con- 
quers other  worlds  yet,  so  we  just  kick 
the  crap  out  of  each  other,"  or 
"Speilberg  was  so  wrong.  'Close 
Encounter  of  the  Third  Kind'  my  ass." 

"Farscape"  has  more  aliens  in  one 
episode  than  you'll  find  in  the  seven 
seasons  of  "Star  Trek:  The  Next 
Generation".  Every  episode  of 
"Farscape"  is  an  eye  full,  with  beautiful 
costumes,  cool  makeup  jobs  and  great 
puppets/space  creatures  made  by  the 
Jim  Henson  company.  WOW.  The  sets 
are  amazing,  and  the  CGI  effects  are 
fantastic.  It  is  all-imaginary,  but  it  all 
looks  so  real. 

The  character  that  interests  me  the 
most  is  the  ship.  Moya,  a  living  being, 
is  a  bio  organic  life  form  ship.  Although 
an  intelligent  life  form  the  ship  will  not 
voice  its  opinion  on  missions,  so  don't 
worry  this  isn't  a  2001  rip-off. 


Farscape  is  entering  its  second  sea- 
son on  the  Sci-fi  channel  and  is  worth 
checking  out. 


*■ 
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Rage  against  the  machines? 


by  James  Sposato 

My  uncle  can  be  tremendously  diffi- 
cult in  a  variety  of  ways,  particularly 
after  the  third  Guinness,  but  I  keep 
going  back  because  he  has  one  of  those 
full-bore  infinity  inch  screen  TVs  with 
home  theater  sub  woofer  surround 
sound  and  the  best  direct  satellite  feed 
this  side  of  NASA.  I  always  see  some 
incredible  things  on  his  Idiot  Box  that  I 
can't  see  on  mine  (even  with  the  cable 
descambler).  In  his  underwhelming 
company,  I  have  witnessed  Swedish 
dwarf  pom  (just  what  you  think  it 
means),  Mexican  Wrestling  and  a 
Japanese  game  show  with  too  much 
emphasis  on  spiders.  However,  the 
other  day,  I  happened  to  catch  a  show  I 
consider  prime  proof  that  we  are 
approaching  the  end  of  civilization  as 
we  know  it:  "Battle  Bots". 

Somewhere  in  Reno,  they  converted 
a  perfectly  good  casino  show  floor  into 
a  stadium,  a  "deadly  arena  of  concrete 
and  steel."  This  means  they  built  a  big 
square  of  chain  link  fence  surrounding 
a  square  of  steel  sheeting;  and  not  the 
cool  kind  with  that  diamond  pattern  on 
it,  either.  On  this  floor  of  steel  there 
were  two  yellow  squares  under  which 
were  two  motors  which  shoved  spikes 
or  rotary  sawblades  up  through  the 
floor.  Looking  at  those  implements  of 
destruction  I  could  only  think  one 
thing:  "Finally,  we  are  going  to  see 
something  different."  See  how  jaded  a 
man  can  get  on  a  diet  of  dwarf  pom  and 
squirming  Asian  women  getting  dunked 
in  a  tank  full  of  eels. 

I  sat  back  in  the  recliner,  visions  of 
Survival  Research  Laboratories  danc- 
ing in  my  head.  Before  anything  could 
happen  though,  there  was  the  prelimi- 
nary crap  prior  to  any  big  sporting 
event  where  everyone  glad-hands 
everyone  else  to  convince  the  audience, 
that  what's  going  to  happen  is  the  most 
thrilling  piece  of  televised  sports  since 
the  footage  of  that  "agony  of  defeat" 
guy  taking  a  header  in  the  intro  to 
"ABC's  Wide  Worid  of  Sports." 


DEADLY  ROBOT 


HAZARD 

My  uncle  and  I  occupied  this  time  by 
discussing  the  relative  merits  of 
whether  it  would  be  much  cooler  if  the 
robots  were  of  the  Transformer  or 
Battletech  variety  (proof  that  geek 
knows  no  age  limits).  Suddenly,  this 
fully  articulated  robot  came  on  the 
screen.  He  looked  like  a  rip-off  of  Crow 
from  "MST3K"  made  even  cheesier  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  made  of  metal 
therefore  "real"  and  not  supposed  to  be 
cheesy.  He  would  be  our  announcer  for 
the  evening. 

Any  thoughts  we  had  of  even  remote 
palatability  were  quickly  dashed  as  the 
announcer  started  the  first  match  by 
saying  "Let's  kick  some  'bot."  (Get  it? 
Tee-hee.  Ain't  that  a  knee-slapper). 
Needless  to  say  this  did  not  bode  well. 
It  only  went  downhill  from  there. 

My  uncle  and  I  had  fantasized  of  glo- 
rious Japanimation  creations,  but  the 
combatants  that  entered  the  ring  were 
disappointing  at  best.  The  machine  in 
the  red  "comer"  was  something  resem- 
bling an  old  fashioned  breadbox 
equipped  with  a  bulldozer-like  ram 
plate  in  front.  Across  the  ring,  in  the 
"blue"  square,  was  a  miniature  moon 
buggy  with  a  buzzsaw  over  its  head.  It 
wasn't  just  that  the  machines  looked 
ridiculous,  it  was  that  they  were  each  no 
larger  than  a  good-sized  milkcrate. 
Even  more  disappointing,  unlike  an 
SRL  show,  where  the  machines  are 
started  and  then  gotten  out  of  the  way 
of,  these  "Battle  'Bots"  were  controlled 
by  a  human  operators  with  devices  that 
were  nothing  more  than  the  same  con- 
trollers used  by  RC  vehicles. 

So  the  machines  duked  it  out  and  as 
the  "fights"  wore  on,  it  became  appar- 
ent that  although  the  object  of  the  con- 
test was  to  inflict  damage  upon  one's 


opponent,  this  could  not  be  achieved  in 
the  traditional  manner.  For  the  most 
part,  all  the  jabberjaw  thing  and  the 
buzzsaw  did  was  throw  sparks  off  of 
each  other's  hides.  The  tme  damage 
was  inflicted  by  the  traps  built  into  the 
arena.  However,  what  this  meant  is  the 
contests  degenerated  to  shoving  match- 
es as  the  machines  tried  to  maneuver 
their  opponents  over  the  weaponry. 
This  had  all  the  excitement  of  watching 
two  equally  fearful  sixth  graders  wait- 
ing for  the  other  to  throw  a  punch  and 
hoping  a  teacher  comes  along  before 
they  do. 

How  is  it  that  TV  can  take  a  great 
concept:  ROBOTS  HGHTING,  some- 
thing that  has  been  a  part  of  the 
American  mindscape  ever  since  Mattel 
sold  its  first  set  of  Rock  'Em  Sock  'Em 
Robots,  and  turn  it  into  a  lame 
"American  Gladiators"  for  the  tech  set. 
Comparisons  to  wrestling  were 
inevitable.  The  show  had  the  same  pre- 
tentiousness, as  though  we  are  sup- 
posed to  be  edified  that  we  are  watch- 
ing these  overblown  Olympian 
machines  struggle  in  a  mighty  contest 
of  wills. 

OK.  No  harm  done,  and  hour  or  so 
of  my  life  wasted  never  to  return,  but 
nothing  irreparable,  so  why  the  con- 
cem?  Why  preface  this  seemingly 
pointless  column  with  a  declaration  of 
apocalypse?  Because  the  scary  thing, 
the  tmly  frightening  thing,  was  the 
audience. 

There  were  people  who  came  to  see 
this  "sport"  (this  alone  was  unnerving), 
that  reacted  when  a  machine  got  caught 
on  the  spikes  like  a  lion  just  ripped  into 
another  Christian  at  the  Coliseum.  Are 
we  really  that  starved  for  entertainment 
that  we  need  to  watch  little  machines 
pushing  each  other  around  in  a  steel 
cage  grudge  match  of  the  Lucas  rejects 
in  the  hope  that  they'll  stop  working? 

Then  I  realized  I  was  thinking  these 
things  in  my  uncle's  chair;  the  one  with 
the  compartment  to  store  remotes  and  a 
cooler  for  beer  in  the  armrest;  that  these 
thoughts  were  occurring  to  me  as  I 
watched  his  $3000+  Home 
Entertainment  System;  that  I  was  will- 
ing to  put  up  with  a  man  with  few 
redeeming  qualities  just  to  have  access 
to  this  chair  and  this  TV.  I  realized  I 
needed  to  take  a  long  slow  walk.  I 
haven't  been  back  to  my  uncle's  since 
that  night.  Sure,  I  miss  the  Mexican 
wrestling,  but  1  think  I'll  get  over  it. 


Reverend  offers 

a  journey 

with  Joshua 

by  Kelly  St.  John 

The  Catholic  Leadership  Academy 
of  the  Newman  Center  at  Fitchburg 
State  College  is  pleased  to  welcome  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Girzone,  author  of  the 
nationally  acclaimed  book  series 
"Joshua:  A  Parable  for  Today,"  to 
Fitchburg  State  College's  Weston 
Auditorium  on  March  26  at  2  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Girzone  will  present  "A 
Joumey  with  Joshua"  feamring  special 
guest  Sister  Dorothy  Ederer,  co-direc- 
tor of  The  Joshua  Foundation. 

Sister  Ederer,  a  Grand  Rapids 
Dominican,  has  traveled  throughout  the 
world  giving  lectures  and  workshops 
on  the  spiritual  life.  With  a  master's 
degree  in  education  and  pastoral  stud- 
ies, she  was  for  many  years  a  junior 
high  school  teacher  and  a  university 
campus  minister  at  Western  Michigan 
University  in  Kalamazoo. 

She  was  co-director  of  the  Frank  J. 
Lewis  Campus  Ministry  School  in 
Boston,  and  now  lives  in  Albany,  N.Y. 
as  co-director  of  The  Joshua 
Foundation. 

Since  the  mid-1980s,  the  Rev. 
Girzone's  books,  which  include 
"Joshua"  and  several  sequels,  have 
been  bestsellers  on  the  Christian  Book 
Sellers  List  and  the 

Religious/Inspirational  List.  "Joshua" 
was  also  named  by  The  New  York 
Times  as  one  of  the  "bestsellers  that 
last." 

The  books  have  been  translated  into 
nine  languages,  with  new  translations 
recently  completed  for  sales  in  Spain 
and  the  Czech  Republic. 

Tickets  to  the  event  are  $10  and  may 
be  purchased  by  mailing  a  check  for  the 
number  of  tickets  requested  to:  A 
Joumey  With  Joshua,  The  Newman 
Center,  c/o  333  Mechanic  Street, 
Fitchburg,  MA  01420. 
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Learn  more 
about  disabilites 

Q.:  I  saw  the  bulletin  board  that  was 
put  up  in  the  Commuter  Cafe  this 
month  regarding  deafness.  The 
board  was  informational,  but  I  was 
still  curious  about  ASL:  How  does  it 
work  and  how  was  it  started? 

A.:  ASL  stands  for  American  Sign 
Language.  There  are  some  common 
misunderstandings  about  ASL:  that  it  is 
Enghsh  conveyed  through  signs,  that  it 
is  a  manual  code  for  English,  that  it  can 
express  only  concrete  infomiation,  and 
that  there  is  one  universal  sign  lan- 
guage used  by  deaf  people  around  the 
world.  All  of  this  information  is  false! 
ASL  is  not  a  form  of  English,  it  is 
comparable  in  complexity  and  expres- 
siveness, but  it  has  its  own  distinct 
grammatical  structure.  ASL  is  capable 
of  conveying  subtle,  complex  and 
abstract  ideas.  Signers  can  discuss 
everything  from  philo.sophy,  literature, 
politics  or  even  football.  ASL  users 
can  communicate  humor,  wit  and  satire 
just  as  bitingly. 

ASL  is  not  universal,  just  as  hearing 
people  in  different  countries  speak  dif- 
ferent languages,  deaf  people  around 
the  world  sign  different  languages. 
ASL  was  developed  by  American  deaf 
people  to  communicate  with  each  other 
and  has  existed  as  long  as  there  have 
been  deaf  Americans.  Approximately 
one-half  million  deaf  people  in  the  U.S. 
and  Canada  now  use  it. 

Since  the  late  1800's,  deaf  people 
have  been  discouraged  from  using 
ASL.  Many  misguided  educators 
believe  that  the  only  way  for  deaf  peo- 
ple to  fit  into  the  hearing  world  is 
through  speech  and  reading  lips.  ASL 
continues  to  be  the  preferred  language 
of  the  deaf  community.  They  do  not 
see  the  use  of  sign  as  a  handicap.  Deaf 
people  regard  ASL  as  their  natural  lan- 
guage which  reflects  their  cultural  val- 
ues and  keeps  their  traditions  and  her- 
itage alive. 


Students  find  a  helpful  alternative 
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TRIVIA  TIME 


In  what  novel  of  a  dystopian 

future  end  with  Winston  Smith 

drinking  Victory  Gin? 


LAST  WEEK'S  ANSWER: 
Ian  Fleming 


continued  from  page  5 

pus.  The  biggest  expense  for  students 
going  on  these  trips,  of  course,  is  air- 
fare, as  students  traveling  from  MIT  to 
Puerto  Rico  found  out.  However,  one 
doesn't  need  to  look  far  to  find  oppor- 
tunities to  do  service,  as  Tara  and 
Nicole  found  out.  The  two  discovered  a 
site  in  Orland,  ME,  about  a  four-hour 
drive  from  Fitchburg.  Since  ASB  is 
being  offered  to  FSC  students  for  free, 
they  figure  their  biggest 
expense  will  be  gas. 

Thirteen  students  from  Fitchburg 
State  will  join  the  organizers.  Jeremy, 
who  has  helped  guide  the  logistics  of 
planning  the  college's  first  ASB,  will 
also  attend.  The  group  will  be  working 
with  an  organization  called 
HomeOwner's  for  More  Employment 
(H.O.M.E.),  a  catholic  organization 
located  in  Orland,  ME.  H.O.M.E.  hosts 
Alternative  Spring  Breaks  on  a  regular 
basis  and  offers  free  housing  in  their 
volunteer  center,  where  the  FSC  group 
will  be  staying.  While  in  Maine,  the 
volunteers  will  work  to  build  a  house 
for  a  low-income  family.  H.O.M.E.  col- 
laborates with  student  groups  to  build 
about  three  houses  a  year.  If  it  rains 
during  the  trip,  the  group  will  do  indoor 
renovations  such  as  painting  and  plas- 
tering. 


The  FSC  Alternative  Spring  Break 
volunteers  will  leave  for  Maine  on 
March  12th  and  return  March  18th. 
Transportation  will  consist  of  a  van  and 
a  large  car,  and  the  students  will  cook 
all  of  their  own  meals  during  the  week. 
Funds  for  the  trip  to  cover  gas  and  food 
were  generously  donated  by  Programs 
Committee,  the  President's  Office,  the 
Student  Affairs  Office,  and  the 
Volunteer  Center.  The  group  was  also 
awarded  money  from  the  Ruth  Butler 
Grant,  and  Veryfine  kindly  donated  240 
bottles  of  juice  for  the  trip. 

With  Spring  Break  just  around  the 
comer,  the  trip's  coordinators  are  busy 
making  final  arrangements.  Their 
enthusiasm  for  service  is  contagious  as 
well  as  their  desire  to  have  a  good  time 
on  the  trip. 

Nicole,  especially,  holds  enjoyment 
as  a  high  priority.  "1  just  want  students 
to  return  to  school  barely  having  real- 
ized that  they  worked  for  a  week 
because  they  had  so  much  fun."  The 
world  needs  this  energy,  this  creative 
drive  towards  making  a  positive  signif- 
icant difference.  Hopefully,  next  year 
even  more  students  will  leave  the  trop- 
ical rays  behind  and  soak  up  some  ide- 
alism instead. 


Leader 
wanted! 

The  student  gov- 
ernment associa- 
tion is  looking  for  a 
few  good  leaders  to 
run  for  class  repre- 
sentatives for  next 
year.  If  you  are 
interested  and  want 
to  help  make  FSC 
an  even  better 
learning/living  envi- 
ronment then  walk 
on  down  to  the 
SG A  office  and  pick 
up  a  packet! 
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summer  sessions,  Hawaii 

*  6  weeks,  6  credits,  as  low  as  $2,800  (based  on  typical 
costs  of  tuition,  room  &  board,  books,  and  airfare) 

Term  1:  May  22-June  30  •  Term  2:  July  3-August  11 
www.outreach.hawaii.edu  •  toll-free  1  (800)  862-6628 


University  of  Hawaii  at  Manoa,  Summer  Sessions 
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Turn  this  break  into  a  real  trip,   with  over  700  airlines, 

in  excess  of  45,000  hotels,  and  more  than  50  rental  car  comapnies, 

it's  easy  to  find  incredible  deal  even  on  a  student's  budget. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  CORRECTIONS 

The  Point  wishes  to  apologize  for  the  non-existing  story  listed  on 
the  cover  of  the  last  issue  of  the  paper.  The  story  was  pulled  at  the 
wrfter's  request  after  the  cover  had  been  composed. 

Also,  the  Falcons  are  not  the  Division  III  champions  as  noted  in 
the  previous  Sports  section.  They  unfortunately  lost  their  last  regu- 
lar season  game  to  St.  Michael's  College  in  a  5-4  heartbreaker.  It 
was  wishful  thinking  combined  with  misfiring  psychic  powers  on 
behalf  of  our  Production  Manager. 

Additionally,  due  to  editorial  error  a  small  container  of  apostro- 
phes was  spilled  onto  the  transcript  of  the  paper,  providing  a  num- 
ber of  headlines  with  unnecessary  punctuation.  Those  responsible 
have  been  taken  out  behind  the  chemical  sheds  and  beaten. 

The  missing  edge  of  page  12  was  a  printing  error  and  complete- 
ly beyond  the  control  of  the  Point  staff. 
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Falcon  Basketball 


by  Justin  Crawford 

Worcester  State  73,  Fitchburg  State  55 

After  coming  off  a  big  quarterfinal 
win  against  Bridgewater  State  Tuesday 
night,  the  falcons  traveled  to  Worcester 
to  face  the  Lancers,  a  team  they  swept 
during  the  regular  season. 
Unfortunately,  an  opening  15-2  run  by 
Worcester  put  the  Falcons  into  a  hole 
that  they  never  managed  to  dig  out  of. 
The  result  was  a  73-55  semifinal  win 
for  the  Lancers,  in  a  game  that  at  times 
was  much  closer  than  the  final  score 
indicated. 


In  a  game  of  runs,  the  falcons  were 
able  to  hang  tough  in  the  first  half, 
thanks  to  tenacious  defense  and  the 
perimeter  shooting  of  Matt  Stockhaus. 
who  scored  eight  straight  points  to  cut 
the  Worcester  lead  to  31-21.  The  fal- 
cons then  cut  an  11  point  halftime 
deficit  to  seven  early  in  the  second  half, 
but  a  15-5  run  by  Worcester  gave  the 
Lancers  a  17  point  lead.  Fitchburg 
again  chipped  the  lead  down  to  ten 
before  another  six  points  by  the 
Lancers  put  the  game  away.  For 
Fitchburg,  which  finished  its  year  at  9- 
16.  Stockhaus  led  the  way  with  14 
points  and  Isaac  Lane  added  1 1  points. 


Falcons  snatch  victory  out  of  "Bears' 
claws  in  overtime 


by  Justin  Crawford 


Fitchburg     State 
England  4.  OT 


5.    Western    New 


At  Wallace  Civic  Center  on  Saturday 
night,  Sean  Sullivan's  goal  11:47  into 
o\ertime  lifted  the  falcons  to  a  5-4 
quarterfinal  win  over  WNE. 

The  seventh-seeded  Bears,  the  only 
team  to  defeat  the  Falcons  during  the 
Eastern  College  Atheltic  Conference's 
regular  season,  held  onto  a  4-3  lead  late 
into  the  third  period  despite  having 
twelve  less  shots  on  goal.  But  John 
Whittemore's  eleventh  goal  of  the  sea- 
son with  just  under  four  minutes  left  in 
regulation  tied  the  game,  and  gave  the 
Falcons  the  momentum  heading  into 
the  extra  session. 


The  Golden  bears  were  able  to  neu- 
tralize that  momentum  by  holding  the 
vaunted  Falcons  offense  at  bay  for  the 
first  half  of  the  overtime  period.  But 
Sullivan's  goal  off  a  Bob  Rumley  assist 
just  after  the  midway  point  of  the  peri- 
od sent  the  Bears  packing.  Fitchburg. 
the  number  two  seed  in  the  ECAC 
Northeast  Tourney,  advances  to 
Wednesday  night's  semifinal  contest 
against  third-seeded  Tufts  University. 

For  the  Falcons,  who  out-shot  the 
Bears  43-26,  Rumley  had  two  goals  to 
go  with  his  game-winning  assist.  Jeff 
Brodeur  netted  a  goal  and  assisted  on 
Whittemore's  tying  goal.  Brian 
Baldassare  added  two  assists.  Goalie 
Nick  Gangemi  recorded  26  saves  on  30 
shots. 
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